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‘ : Element Inventory Form :

(Festlvals Related to the Journey of the Holy Family in Egypt)
Submitted to the National Commission for UNESCO

(February 2020 Update) '

Bodies in Charge of the Organization:

Civil Society Institutions, Ministry of Antiquities, Ministry of
Culture (External Cultural Relations Department) - The National
Commission for UNESCO — November 2019

Element Name (as Known for the
Community)

Other Name(s) of the Element

Element Designation as Defined in Article 2

of the Convention




to the people living in the wcmity of the Holy Family-journey route. |
| These people take charge of preparmg for these: scelebrations and; ;
receiving the pamcnpants coming ifrom everywhere‘ Among. the :
groups interested in these ce!ebratnens are a!so some Ethiepaans_ ;
{(Habesha people) who seek the blessmgs of the; espeeiatly‘the
Muharraq Monastery at the. Assute governorat -

 Element Description

This element as re!ated to the journey of the He!v Famﬂy“to -'Egypt’*
based on the narratlve of the Copt:c Church indicating that the famlly -
fled from Bethlehem to Egypt to escape the oppressnon of ng

Herod, then returned ‘later to their.homeland.. . S agehie

Every year, two great popular festivals take place, each of whlch is _
related to the places where the Holy Family passed through in Egypt
The first one is named ‘Festival of the Advent of the Holy Family to
Egypt.’ It is generally held in June (the Coptic month of Pashons). arld
only in the region of Kom Maria in Menya, it is held in February (the
Coptic months of Tobi/ Meshir) as this was the time the Holy Family
passed through Menya. It lasts for one day. The second festival is
known as ‘The Virgin Mary Feast (Days).” It is held in August (the
Coptic month of Mesori), and it lasts for the 15 days of the Virgm.

y: Mary fast ending with a grand celebration on the fifteenth day-'_
(August 22™). ksl Sl
o

reglons, especiallv in Durunka, Assute The first festi al
by popular shows and acting performances in addtt;on
singlng, accentuated by the mythm of tarnbour!"

journey 10 Egypt where the Wrg'm Ma
|are ridins a donkey--lea-by Saint

. candles seeking invoking blessings, nhd ,: :
| newborn babies after their hgpt];m Thﬁﬁe




Element Function -

learning from the elders.

Some rites in the element bear cultural significance, e.g. the
participation in singing lyrical arts and learning about some of the
heritage collections associated with the Holy Family, among which,
for example, is the large deep bowl {major) made of pottery at the
Church of Jabal Al-Tayr, which was used by the Holy Family to knead
flour for making bread. Visitors are keen even now to put votive
offerings inside it in the hope of obtaining blessings as well as getting
increase in their livelihoods and recovery from diseases. 2

Further, the festivals also clearly reflect cultural meanings of ancient
heritage which is still cherished till today. An example is the
association of the ‘element with trees linked to the journey of the
Holy Family, e.g. the Marian Tree at Matareyya, Cairo, at which
visitors seek blessings as it is thought to be the tree which shaded
the Holy Family, and the Abed (worshipper) tree in Menya which is.
believed to have bowed to the Christ. Water wells at the journey
route also bear cultural meanings, and they.are considered heritage
dltes where blessings are sought. Many narrations revolve around
them. (Among the narrations is that the people of one of the villages
refused to provide water for the Holy Family, so the Christ grabbed a-
straw and dug In the earth with it - or according to another account, |
he struck the ground with his foot ~ so well water sprang forth). |
Other heritage sites are the Jabal Durunka Monastery at which
revellers commemorate the return of the Holy Family to Palestine,
and the Muharrag Monastery which Is the only monastery in the
world launched by the Christ. All these sites bear culture significance

which is celebrated by communities tillnow. e N
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Material Elements

percussnon mstruments

Costumes: clergy umforms

Products: --

Other: -

Non-material Elements

Customs chlldren baptism,; : the 3con Procession, angei pses, votwe

Other: ==

Saymgs/Axuoms' some proverbs and hentage stories

offerings, dastnbuting things as chanty on behalf of the deceased

seekmg biessmgs for pregnancy by barren women

Behefs behefs regardmg the votive offerings submitted during the fest
days - GRS

Performivhg.' Arts: folk hymns, festive gfgncgs

Element Context

e

| ‘work: - A R
.| Festivals and Rites R S AR

Entertainment arid Recreation

Other: family habits
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Way of Transmission

Element Distribution (Range of the Element)

Transmission
Generation to
Generation

Village- | Markaz (District):
Hai
(Quarter):

Element Variability

Element Viability




e Monastery of Maria in the|
Menya governorate on a.larg'eris'qale with'a view to makipgvthg =iy
popular celebration element mo“réLWi{de:s;;grgaqﬂ.; o L T

during the month of February at th

| Risks that Threaten the Extinction and Non- None currently 5o T _ ]
transmission of the Element RIS S A
The Safeguarding Measures Undertaken to There was direct communication l‘:fét?ﬁeeri”thé committee in |
Protect the Element charge of preparing the file, field researchers, and the groups at |«

the celebration venues. in. order.  to -ensure getting lihgi'f"
proposals for the safeguarding measures. directly. (This took |.
place from 2018 until the date ‘of -submitting. the file and.|

involved representatives 5§ the mir

the ministries of culture, antiquities, | * -
tourism and foreign affairs).-Element bearers and ‘practitioners
shared their experiences and observations regarding. | .
safeguarding the element, all of which are videotaped: The {: .-
church and some ci\iil'sog:ie‘tlv.iin'stituticﬁ?a‘lso" introduced some |
of their safeguarding—re!,gted.w;;‘a,ctiViﬁ’e"s”; which" need future

support In cooperation with: state institutions and experts..
Element bearers indeed fulfilled their ‘roles in implementing.
some of these measures, and they expressed their - full
willingness to cooperate with government institutions  to
develop practical plans- to implement the proposed .
safeguarding measures. These measures include, for example, |
providing all services for visitors -and facilitating - their
participation in the ceremonies as well as securing the heritage | -
| sites related to the Holy Family journey and celebrations‘in | - -
| general. Additional safeguarding measures include designing
| and deploying a huge glass case to preserve the archeological
large bowl {major) used by the Virgin'Mary in making bread to
‘feed Jesus, pbuh, and have provision for their return trip;
making an iron grid to cover the Holy Well; surrounding the well
and the large bowl with.an iron fence that allows visitors to see
them without touching; the periodic treatment of well water at
the venues associated with the celebrations in order to make
thermn suitable for drinking. - :

ts) in the Almost all segments of the Egyptian society - Copts and |
Muslims; men, women, children; Christian clergy — flock every
4 |vearto celebrate at the places where the Holy Family passed !
through in Egypt. Participants encompass all social classes and
even government leaders, but participation is -mqre,"wig_gsgread i

Individuals (Practitioners/or’ Par
Element B o

s



journey venues every year. This flocking is
people living in the vicinity of the Holy Family jo /
These people take charge of preparing for theseteeleb_\

the groups interested in these c _an
Ethiopians (Habesha people) who :seek_ 1 e. _hless of the |
place, especially the Muharraq Monastery at the Assu"te_ Y
governorate.

| Group Response to Participation in
Documenting and Safeguarding the Element

Community Non-consent (Restrictions Imposed
and Reasons for Non-consent Should be Stated)

BS many lndlvldua!s en :
informed consent es
nominatmg the ele

.Communltv-lndividual Consent on Element
Inscription

Published References




Jabal Al-Sakhra which Contained the Copt:c Ongm,”‘:jv
and the Arabic and Ethiopian Translat:ons of - Jabaf
al-Tayr Manuscript). Cairo: Adab Bookshop, 2009. |
5- Al-Muharragi, Daniel. Deir Al-Sayyeda Al Azrag Al
Muharraqi. (The Vargm Muharraqun Menastery)
2001. S

6~ The Coptic Museum in- Ca;ro Museum Sector at;

the Ministry of Antiquities. (A Group: of“Amfacts‘_ 3
that Document of the Route of the Journey of the | - '

Holy Family to Egypt, and Some: Functlonal Relief
Models of the Family Journey).

Archival or Museum Material about the
Element or Its Bearer_

The Coptic Museum m Calro, Museum Sector at the Mimstry of7
An'aquitles

(A group of artifacts that document the route of the journey of

the Holy Family to Egypt, and some functional relief models of | .

the Holy Family journey).
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Egyptian Noti {ssion For Educat ——— - —— -
ayptian as:ﬂ&o::‘:-ézlr:ww ucation MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION
UNESCO - ALECSO - ICESCO AND SCTIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Date: 16/03//2026
File; 2003Conv.

Dear Mrs. Heba Youssef,

With reference to youwr attached letter concerning including the
element “Festivals related to the Journey of the Holy family in Egypt” on
the National Inventory list of Egyptian Natiorial Commission, I’d like to
inform you that the mentioned element has already been enlisted on
December 2019 and updated on February 2020 according to the national
inventory form. This is a preliminary step for the inscrption on the

Representative list of ICH. You ¢an acces the List via the link below

http://www.egnatcom.org.eo/ich/ar/[orms/vies/54

Sincere regards,

Egyptian National Commission for UNESCO

Chérif Salah:Culture Programme Specialist

6'" October City - El Tawasoaat £ o Bealt 3ol B8 Ll e @l L g0 g AL
Shamalla behind shooting club Website: www.egnatcom.org.eg FFSE - Gll AN 5 6 0
TEL :{+202)-38268901-509 EMAIL: egnatcom@egnatcom.org.eg {(+202) 38268901- 909 : - si.b

FAX : {+202)-38268900 (+202) 38268900 ; _.&i
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Dear Professor Ghada Abdul Bary,
Secretary-General of the National Commission for UNESCO

Previously we sent an email, dated 8/12/2019, attached to which were the Inventory Form
pertaining to the Festivals Related to the Journey of the Holy Family in Egypt and some related
festival photographs, with a view to registering the Inventory Form on the List of the National
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Kindly be informed that the Inventory Form that was previously sent to you has been updated.
The update includes adding some data, soine photographs and film footage. These were gathiered
and documented by the Supreme Committee in charge of preparing the element for nomination
on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Please be advised and kindly take any action deemed necessary for sending us a formal signed
and sealed letter stating that the element Inventory Form has been included on the 2019 National
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, which was updated in February 2020. This is necessary to
enable us to send the form to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee for the
nomination of the element for inclusion on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

Finally, T extend my sincere thanks for your kind cooperation with us.
Kind regards,

Prof. Heba Yusuf
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture for External Relations
March 2020




q&iv\d! ¥ ij;,\w “”,g\;;a_,),g‘_,_?‘:
tw&%.&d\ A.U.d\d,;,“ A.L.u




