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AuN ANGEll. 

THE LEFT IN LATIN AMERICA SINCE 1930: 
A BIBLlOGRAPH1CAL ESSA y 

The material for mese notes, which covers me lileralure uplO 1990, was 
gathered while preparing an anic1e on me subject for The Cambridge History 
o[ Lalin America. A talk on the socialist and communist movements in LaLÍn 
America during mis periodo based on me aboye anicle, was given al me InSLÍ­
lulO de Historia in September 1992. 

For me early years of the Communisl movemenl in LaLÍn America see 
Robert Alexander. Communism in Latin America, (New Brunswick 1957); and 
his Trotskyism in Lalin America, (Stanford 1973); Rollie Poppino 
Inlernational Communism in Latin America; a History o[ the Movemem, 1917 
10 1963, (New York 1964). For an exccllent colleclion of documents sec 
Stephen Clissold ed., Soviel Relalions wilh Lalin America, 1918 to 1968: a 
Documentary Survey (Landon 1970), and also Luis AguiJar, ed .• Marxism in 
Latin America, (philadelpia 1978). 

Relations between Latin America and the Comintern are lreated in 
provocative fashion by Manuel Caballero. Latin America and Ihe Comintern, 
1919-1943. (Cambridge 1986). Quite outstanding is me detailed analysis of the 
Comintem in Central America, in Rodolfo Cerdas. La Hoz y el Machete. (Cos­
ta Rica 1986). Two books provide comprehensive coverage of more recent 
relaLions between LaLÍn America and the Soviet Union; Nicola Miner, Soviet 
RefalioM with Latin America 1959-1987. (Cambridge 1989), and Eusebio 
Muja! - Leon ed., The USRR and Latin America: a Devefoping Relalionship, 
(London 1989). See aIso me anicle by Rodolfo Cerdas Cruz. "New Directions 
in Soviet Policy towards Latin America", Joumal o[ Latin America Studies. 
Vo121. N° 1, 1989; and Fernando Busumante, "Soviet Foreign Policy toward 
LaLin America", Journal 011merAmerican Sludies and World Affairs, Vol 32 
NQ 3, 1990. Cole Blasier examines Soviet percepLÍons of LaLÍn America in his 
The Ciam" s Rival: The USRR and Lalin America, (Pittsburgh 1983). See also 
1.0. Oswald ed., The Soviel lmage 01 Con/emporary Lalin America; a 
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Documen/ary HislOry 1960-1968, (Texas 1970); and Augusto Varas ed., 50-
Vitl-Lotin America RetariorlS in ¡he 19805, (Baulder 1986). For the activitics of 
me Socialist Intcmational in Latin America sec Felicity Williams. La Interna­
cional Socialista y América Lalina, (México 1984). 

The polemic between Mariategui and the Comintcm was !.he first of many 
debates between onodoxy and "hercsy" in the world of Latín American 
cornmunism. For Ihe debate see Alberto Flores Galindo, La. agon(o de 
Mar¡ategui; la polémica con la Kominlern, (Lima 1980); Carlos Franco. Del 
marxismo eurocénlrico al marxismo latinoamericano, (Lima 1981); Harry 
Vanden, "Marialegui, Marxismo, Comunismo and olhcr bibliographical no­
tes", Lati,. Ami!rican Resear,h Revitw, Vol 14. NV 3.1979; and by lhe same 
author, Nalional Marxism in Latin America: José Carlos Mariategui"s 
Thought and Polüics, (Boulder, Colorado 1986); Ricardo MartInez de la Torre, 
Apuntes para 14110 interpretaci6n marxista de fa hisloria social del Perú, (Lima 
1946); and Mariategui"s besl known book, Seven Interprelalive Essays on 
Peruvian Realily, (Texas 1971). 

Discussions of the importance of Marxisrn as an ideology in Latin 
America are ralher few and disappointing. There are excepLions, however, 
notably in lhe wriLing of José Arico: see Marx y América Lalina, (Lima 1980); 
and "El marxismo en América Latina" in Fernando Calderón ed., Socialismo. 
aUlOritarismo y democracia. (Lima 1989). Another acule observer is Tomás 
Moulian, Democracia y socialismo en Chile, (SanLiago 1983). An excellent 
and detailed exposition of Marxist ideas on undervelopment is Gabriel Palma, 
"Dependency: a Formal Theory of Underdevelopmem or a Melhodology for 
the Analysis of Concrete Situations of Underdevelopment" Worfd 
devefopmenl, Vol 6 NV 7/8. 1978. Sheldon Liss, Marxisl Thoughl in Lal;n 
America, (California 1984) is detailed bUI ralher uncritical. A useful anthology 
is in Michael Lowy ed., El mtUxismo en América Lalina de 1909 a nueSlrOS 
días. (México 1982). Although nOI directJy concerned with marxism, lhere is 
interesting discussion in Jean Franco. The Modern Culture o/ Latin America: 
Sociery and the Artist. (London 1967), and in her book on the Peruvian poel. 
César Vallejo: lhe Dialeclics o/ Poetry and Silence. (Cambridge). Gerald 
Manin, }ourneys Through the Labyrinlh: Latin American Fiction in lhe 
Twenlielh Cenlury, (London 1989) amongst its many olher qualities explores 
the political commürnent of Latin American writers. One of the few specific 
studies to take ideas and ideologies seriously, weird Ihough sorne of !hose 
ideas were, is Donald Hadges. Inteflectual Foundations o/ lhe Nicarag/UJ1l 
Revolution, (Texas 1986). The ideological and political significance of lhe 
Spanish Civil War for lhe coumries of Latin America is well treated in Mark 
Falcorf and Frederick Pike eds., The Spanish Civil War: American Hemis­
pheric Perspectives, (Nebraska 1982). For the imponant periad following!he 
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Second World War see Leslie Belhell and lan Roxborough, "Latin Ameriea 
between lhe Second World War and lhe Cold War", ¡ouTnal 01 Lalin American 
Studies, Vol 20 N° 1, 1988. Amongst lhe very few eompar-ative works see thee 
stimulating approaeh of Charles Bergquist, Labor in Latin America: 
Comparative Essays on Chile, Argentina, Venezuela, and Colombia, (StanCord, 
Caliromia 1986). 

There are relatively Cew memoirs by marxists, or former marxists, and 
they are not always reliable. But well worth reading are, for Chile, Elías 
Laferte, Vida de un comunista, (Santiago 1961); Pablo Neruda, Confieso que 
he vivido: Memorias (Barcelona 1983); and lhe ex-comintem agent turned 
militant anti-communist, Eudocio Ravines, The Yenan Way, (New Yorle. 1951", 
For Mexieo see Valentín Campa, Mi testimonio: experiencias de un comunista 
mexicano, (México 1978). Quite outstanding is Roque Dalton"s rccounting oC 
the life of the veteran Salvadorean Communist, Miguel Mármol, (Connecticut 
1986). On another leading Salvadorean figure see Jorge Arias G6mez, 
Farabundo Martl: Esbozo biográfico, (Costa Rica 1972). For Argentina see 
José Peter, Historia y luchas de los obreros de la carne, (Buenos Aires 1947), 
and, by lhe same author, Cr6nicas proletarias, (Buenos Aires 1968). For the 
memoirs of a leading Comitem agent, who was active in Mexico see M.N. 
Roy, Memoirs, (Bombay 1964). And for the memoirs oC a labour activist from 
the opposite side of the political spectrum see Serafino Romualdi, Presiden/s 
and Peons: Recoflections 01 a Labor Ambassador in La/in America, (New 
York 1967). 

On Chinese communism in Latin Ameriea arter the Sino Soviet split see 
Cecil Johnson, Communi.st China and La/in America, 1959-1967, (New Yorle. 
1970); and by the same author, "China and Latín Ameriea: new ties and 
taetics" Problems 01 Communi.sm, Vol 21 N° 4, 1972; J.L. Lee, "Communist 
China"s Latin American Policy", Asian Swvey, November 1964; Alain Joxe, 
El conflicto chino-sovjitico en Amirica Latina, (Montevideo 1967); and Alan 
Angell, "Classroom Maoists: the Polities of Peruvian Sehoolteaehers under 
Military Govemment", Bulfetjn 01 Latin American Research, Vol 1 N° 2, 1982. 
See also Emest Halperin, ''Pekin and the Lalin American Communists", China 
Quarterly, January 1967. 

The guerrilla movements that sprang up following lhe Cuban Revolution 
are discussed in great iC uneritical detail in Richard Gon, Rural Gueffilfas in 
Latin America, (London 1973). The strategy of such movements derived Crom 
Regis Debray"s influential iC partial aceount of the sueeess of lhe Cuban 
revolution in Revolution in the Revolution? (Landon 1968). Debray later wrote 
a two vOlume, A Critique 01 AmtS, (Landon 1977 and 1978), which sets out his 
revised theories and ¡ncludes case studies of guerrillas in Venezuela, Guatema­
la and Uruguay. Very revealing of the problems faeing rural guerrilla 
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movemenlS are me diaries of Che Guevara in Bolivia, edited by Daniel James. 
Th~ Complete Boljvian Diaries and other caplured documents, (London 1968). 
See a1so I.L. HorowilZ.Lotin American Radicalism: a documenlary repon 011 
Lefr and No/iollo/Ist MOllements (Landen 1969). A more recen! account of me 
revolutionary left is Ronaldo Munck. Revolulioflory Trends in Latin Americo, 
Monograph Series NV 17, Centre for Developing Arca Studies, McGill 
University, Montreal, (1984). See a1so me perceptive arocle by Steve Ellner. 
"The Lalin American Lert since Allende: Perspectives and Ncw DirecLions" 
Larin American Research Review, Vol XXIV N° 2.1989. 

The lireTalUre on lhe Cuban revoluuon is huge. Amongst the works which 
look al the Cuban revolution in comparative er lheoreticaJ perspective are 
James O"Connor, The Origins o[ Socialism in Cuba. (Ithaca 1970); K.S. Karol. 
Guerrillas in Power (New York 1970); Cole Blasier and Carmelo Mesa Lago 
eds .• Cuba in the World. (Plusburgh 1979); W. Raymond Duncan, The Soviet 
Union and Cuba: interesl$ and influence. (New York 1985); Pamela Falk, 
Cuban Foreign Po/icy, (Cambridge. Mass 1985); D. Bruce Jackson, Castro, 
the Kremlin and Communism in Latin AftU!rica, (Baltimore 1969); William E. 
Ratliff, Castroism and Communism in La!in America, 1959-1976, (Washington 
1976); Carla Anne Robbins. The Cuban Threat, (Philadelphia 1985); Andrts 
Suárez, Cuba, Castro and Communism 1959-1966 (Cambridge, Mass 1967); 
Bertram Silvennan ed., Man and Socialism in Cuba, (New York 1972); Jorge 
Domínguez, Cuba: Order and Revolution. (Cambridge, Mass 1978). Marxism 
in Cuba before Castro is described in Sheldon Liss, Roots o[ Revolulion: Radi­
cal Though¡ in Cuba, (Nebraska 1987). On (he pre-Castro Communist party 
sce Harold Sims, "Cuban Labor and the Communist Party, 1937-1958", Cuban 
Sludies. Vol 15 Ng 1, 1985; and Amonio Avila and Jorge García Montes, 
Historia del Partido Comunista de. Cuba, (Miami 1970). Maurice Zeitlin, 
Revolutionary Polilics and ¡he Cuban Working Class. (New York 1967) explo· 
res the political ideas of ordinary Cubans. 

The literature on left wing movemems in individual countries varies 
greatly in quality: in general too much is wriuen by passionate supporlCrs or 
by no less passionate opponents. An unusually scholarly treatment of the urban 
guerrilla in Argentina is Richard Gillespie, Soldiers o[ Perón - Argentina" s 
Montoneros, (Oxford 1982); but see the review article of the book by Celia 
Szustennan, in The Journal o[ Latin American Studies Vol 16 Ng 1, 1984. 
Relations with !he USSR are well trcated in Mario Rapoport, "Argentina and 
!he Soviet Union: hislOry of political and commercial relations, 1917-1955" 
Hispanic American flisloricaJ Review Vol 66 NG 2, 1986; and in Aldo Vacs, 
Discrele Parlners: Argentina and ¡he USSR (pittsburgh 1984) 

For !he politics of !he left in Argentina in !he ¡mer- war periad sec, 
Horoschi Matsushita, El movimiento obrero argentino, 1930-1945. (Buenos 
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Aires 1983); and David Tamarin, The Argentine Labor Movemenl 1930·1945: 
o study in the origins 01 Peronism, (New Meltico 1985). Also useful on lhe 
labour movement is Samuel L. Bailey, Lobor, Nalionafism and Politics in Ar­
gemina, (New Brunswick 1967); and Ronaldo Munck, Argemina Irom 
Anarchism to Peronism, (London 1987). The besl assessment of!he way that 
Peronism captured !he support of lhe Argentine working c1ass is Daniel James, 
Resislance and Integration: Peronism and ¡he Argentine Working Class 1946-
1976, (Cambridge 1988). A savage attack on the Argentine CP is Jorge Abe­
lardo Ramos, Historia del estalinismo en Argentina (Buenos Aires 1969). A 
more recent sludy is Ricardo Falcón and Hugo Quiroga, Comribuci6n al estu­
dio de fa evoluci6n ideo16gica del Partido Comunista Argemino, (Buenos Ai­
res 1984). For the official account of the Communist party"s relations with 
Peronism, see Osear Arévalo, El Partido Comunista (Buenos Aires 1983). For 
a left Peronist view see Rodolfo Puiggros, Las hquierdas y el Problema Na­
cional, (Buenos Aires 1973). On the Socialist pany see Richard Walter, The 
Socialist Party 01 Argentina, (Teltas 1977). For Trotskyism scc Osvaldo 
Coggiola, El trotskismo en la Argentina 1960-1985, 2 Vols (Buenos Aires 
1986). 

There are several good sludies of the Brazilian Ieft. For lhe early years see 
Astrojildo Pereira, Forma,ao do PCB (Rfo de Janeiro 1962); and John W.F. 
Dulles, Anarchúts and CommunislS in Brazil, 1900-1935, (Texas 1973); and 
Sheldon Maram, "Labor and the Left in Brazil, 1890-1921", Hispan;c 
American Historical Review, Vol 57 NQ 2. 1977. For a careful and critical 
examination of a longer periodo Ronald Chilcote. The Brazilian Communist 
Par/y; Conflict and Integration 1922-1972 (New York 1974). On the CP see 
also Leoncio Martins Rodrigues. "O PCB: os dirigentes e a organiza~ao" in 
Boris Fausto OO., Historio Cerol da Civi/iza,oo Brasileira. Vol X (Sao Paulo 
1981). The problems facing the Brazilian left in trying to cope wim populism 
is weU i1luslJ'ated in Iohn French. "Workers and me Risc of Adhemansta 
Populism in Sao Paulo. Brazil, 1945-1947". Hispanic American flistoricol 
Review, Vol 68 NQ l. 1988. For !he way mat lbe Brazilian state eontrollOO 
labour see Kenneth P. Erickson. The Brazilian Corporalive Slale and Working 
Class Potitics. (California 1977). See also John W.F. Dulles. Brazilian Co­
mmunism 1935·1945: Repression during world upheoval (Teltas 1983). An 
advocate of armOO struggle is Joao Quartim. DictatorsJUp and Armed Struggle 
in Brazil. (London 1971); and a partieipant, later killed in a confrontation with 
lbe army, Carlos Marighela, For the Liberation 01 Brozil, (London 1971). See 
also Jacob Gorender. Combate Nas Trevos; o Esquerda Brasileira; das Ilusoes 
Perdidas a Luta Armada. (Sao Paulo 1987). On the PT see Rachel Mene­
ghello. PT: a Forma,ao de 14m Partido 1979-1982. (Sao Paulo 1989), and 
Leoncio Martins Rodrigues, Partidos e Sindicatos. (Sao Paulo 1990). 
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Thc Chilean left has reccivcd considerable atenúon, reflecling its impor­
tance in lhe politics of me country. An excellcnt overall inl.erprctalion is Julio 
FaÚndc7., Marxism and Democracy in Chile: Irom 1932 lO lhe falt 01 Allende, 
(Ncw Haven and Landon 1988). Thc pionccr of labour studies in Chile wrote 
extensivcly on me politics of me union movcmcnt in Jorge Barria, Trayectoria 
y estructura del mo..,¡mieflto sindiClJI chileno (Santiago 1963), and {he lIistoria 
de la CUT (Santiago 1971). RcJations belwccn the parties of the left and the 
unions is also discussed in Alan Angell, Pofifics and ¡he Labour Movemellf jn 
Chile (Oxford 1972). A brillant aceeun! of a worker scizurc of a faclory under 
the Allende govcrnmcnt is Peter Winn, Weavers o[ Revofu/ion: ¡he Yarur 
Workers and Chile" oS Road 10 Socialism (New York 1986). 

Hernán Ramírez Necochea gives the official PC interpretation in his 
innuenual Origen y formación del Partido Comunista de Chile (Samiago 
1965). An excellent unpublished doctoral thesis is Andrew Barnard, The 
Chilean Communist Party. 1922-1947, (PhD, London 1977). Mor receO! 
studies inelude Carmelo Furci. 1'he ChUean Communist Party and the Road 10 

Socialism (London 1984); Eduardo Labarca Goddard, Corvalán. 27 horas 
(Samiago 1972); and Augusto Varas, OO., El Partido Comunista en Chile, 
(Santiago 1988). Emst Halperin deals with relations between the socialislS and 
communislS in his Nalionalism and Communism in Chile (Cambridge, Mass 
1965). On the SocialislS see Julio César Jobet, El Parlid(} Socialisla de Chile, 
2 Vols, (Santiago 1971); Fernando Casanueva and Manuel Fernández, El Par­
tido Socialista y la lucha de clases en Chile (Santiago 1973); and Benny 
Pollack and Hernán Rosenkranz. Revolutionary Social Democracy: lhe 
ChUean SociaUst Party (London 1986). Three books develop socialist 
rethinking in Chile, Jorge Arrate, La fuerza democrática de la idea socialista 
(Sanuago 1987) and editoo by the same author. La renovación socialista (San­
tiago 1987); and Ricardo Lagos. Democracia paro Chile: proposiciones de un 
socialista (Santiago 1986). The most thorough account of the developmenl of 
lhe Socialist party is Paul Drake. Sociolism and Populism in Chile. 1932-/952. 
(Urbana 1978). A stimulating recent account is Ignacio Walker, Socialismo y 
democracia: Chile y Europa en perspectivo compmada (Santiago 1990). 

There is a huge literature on the Allende govemment. For accounlS rele­
vanl lo this chapter scc Eduardo Labarca Goddard, Chile 01 rojo (Santiago 
1971) which gives a fascinating account of the origins of the govemment. For 
a good review of the literature sec Loís Hecht Oppenheim, uThe Chilean Road 
10 Socialism Revisited". Lafin American Research Review, Vol XXIV N° l. 
1989. AlIende"s ideas are explored in Regís Debray, Conversalions wilh Allen­
de (Landon 1971). An interesling account by an aide of the president is Joan 
Garcés, Allende y lo experiencia chilena (Barcelona 1976). The beSt account 
of lhe polítical economy of the period is Sergio Bitar, Transición. socialismo y 
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democracia: la experiencia chilena, (Mexico 1979), U'aIlslated as, Chile: Expe­
riment in Democracy (philadelphia 1986). Relations with the Soviet Union are 
well treated in Isabel Turrent, La Unión Soviética en América Latina: El caso 
de la Unidad Popular Chilena (Mexico 1984). 

For the history of Communist in Uruguay see Eugenio Gómez, Historia 
del Partido Comunista del Uruguay, (Montevideo 1961). For the trade union 
movement see Francisco Pinto, Historia del movimiento obrero del Uruguay, 
(Montevideo 1960); and Héctor Rodríguez, Nuestros sindicatos 1865-]965, 
(Montevideo 1965). For the armed struggle in Uruguay see the overly sym­
pathetic account of Alain Labrousse, The Tupamaros, (London 1973). 

The basic !ext on the Bolivian left is the work by the Trotskyist historian 
and activist, Guillermo Lora: this is accessible in an English translation by 
Cnristine Whitehead and ediled by Laurence Whitehead, A History 01 the Bo­
livian Labour Movement, (Cambridge 1977). A rather different book is by a 
USA AJO official, John Magill, Labour Unions and Politica/ Socializa/ion: a 
case sludy olthe Bolivian Workers, (New York 1974). A detailed examination 
of the problems of the contemporary lerl in Bolivia is James Dunkerley, 
Rebellion in the Veins: Po/itica/ Slruggle in Bolivia, (London 1984). The elec­
toral behaviour of the most radical sector of lhe work force is examined in 
Laurence Whitehead, "Miners as Voters: lhe Electoral Process in Bolivia"s 
Mining Camps" Journal 01 Latin American Studies, Vol 13 N!12, 1981. 

The official version of Colombian recent history as secn by that counuy"s 
pany is contained in the party publication, Treinta años de lucha del Partido 
Comunista de Colombia (Bogol.á 1960). The Communist party"s views on the 
union movement are expressed in Edgar Caicedo, Historia de las luchas sindi­
cales en Colombia, (Bogotá 1977). A Marxist account of popular struggles is 
Manuel Moncayo and Fernando Rojas, Luchas obreras y política laboral en 
Colombia (Bogol.á 1978), Two important works on labour from a different 
perspective are Miguel Urrutia, Development 01 the Colombian Labor Move­
ment (New Haven 1969); and Daniel Pecaut, Polfrica y sindicalismo en Co­
lombia (Bogotá 1973). A classic accounL by a Communist activist in the 1920s 
and 30s is Ignacio Torres Giraldo, Los inconlormes, (Bogol.á 1978). For the 
carly periad see aIso Gonzalo Sánchez, Los "Bolchevit¡ues" de El LOxuw, (Bogmá 
1976). On Gail.án see Hcrbert Braun, The Assassinalion 01 Gaitán: Pub/ic LiJe 
and Urban Violence in Colombia, (Wisconsin 1985). On violence see Paul 
Oquist, Violence, Conflict and Politics in Colombia, (New York 1980). 

A good article on the Peruvian lef! is Evelyne Huber Stephens, "The 
Peruvian Military Government, Labor Mobilisation, and the Political Strength 
of the Left",Latin American Research Review Vol 18 N° 2,1983. See aloo for 
recent developments, Jorge Nieto, Izquierda y Democracia en el Perú. 1975-
1980, (Lima 1983). An excellent aniele on the guerrilla is Leon Campbell, 
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"The Historiography of the Peruvian Guerrilla Movement, 1960·1963" Latin 
American Research Review, Vol 8 N1I 1, 1973; and ror an account by a 
panicipant scc Héclor Béjar. Perú 1965: apuntes sobre una experiencia gue­
rrillera, (Lima 1969). The trotskyisl union organiser gives his version of lhe 
peasant struggle in Hugo Blanco, Land or Death: Ik Peasant Slruggfe in Pe­
ru., (New York 1972); and on Hugo Blanco see, Tom Brass, "Trotsyism, Hugo 
Blanco and the ideology of a Peruvian peasant movement", Journal 01 Peasom 
Srudies. Vol 16. NO 2, 1989. The secrctary general of the CommuniSI pany 
Jorge del Prado has written, 40 Años de Lucha. (Lima 1968). On Sendero, see 
Cynthia McClinlock. "Pcru"s Sendero Luminoso Rebellion: Origins and 
Trajectory" in Susan EckSlein ed, Power and Popu.lar Protest, (Berkeley, Cali­
fornia 1989); and Carlos ¡van Degregon, Ayacucho 1969-1979; El surgimiento 
de Sendero Luminoso, (Lima 1990). 

On Venezuela, Rómulo Betancourt, Venezuela. poUtica y petróleo (Mexi­
co 1956) is a basic source for many aspeclS of me polilics of mat country. See 
also the biography by Roben AJexander, Romulo Betancourt and Ihe 
Transforma/ion 01 Venezuela. (New 8runswick 1982). A Communist aclivisl 
gives his account in Juan Bautista Fuenmayor, Veinte Años de Historia. (Cara­
cas 1980). For lhe early penod of me Communist movement sce Manuel 
Caballero, Entre Gómez y Stalin (Caracas 1989). For me struggle betweenAc­
ción democrálica and me Communist party in me unions sec, Steve Ellner, Los 
partidos polfticos y su disputa por el control del movimiento sindical en Vene­
zuela, 1936-1948 (Caracas 1980); and, by me same aumor, "The Venezuelan 
Left in ¡he era of me Popular Front" Journal 01 Latin American Studies, Vol II 
N° 1, 1979; HéclOr Lucena, El movimiento obrero y las relaciones laborales 
(Carabobo 1981); and Alberto Pla et al .. Clase obrera. partidos y sindicatos en 
Venezuela. 1936-1950 (Caracas 1982). An accoun! of me guerrilla experience 
by a disillusioned panicipant is Angela Zago, Aqul no luJ pasado nada (Cara­
cas 1972). An oUlStanding study of the Venezuelan left in recent years is Steve 
Ellner, Venezuela" s Movimiento al Socialismo: Irom Guerrilla Deleal /0 
Innova/ive Poli/ics (Durham. North Carolina 1988). A leading membcr of the 
new left, Teodoro Pet.koff has wriuen. Socialismo para Venezuela?, (Caracas 
1970) and Rozón y pasión del socialismo. (Caracas 1973). 

An excellenl set of essays on Mexico, covering Ihe who1e period is 
Amoldo Manínez Verdugo ed .• Historia del comunismo en México. (Mexico 
1983). The carly years of me Mexican left are thoroughly cxamined in Barry 
Carr. El movimiento obrero y la política en México 1910-1929 (Mexico 1981); 
and see also Arnaldo Cordoba. La clase obrera en la historia de México; Vol 
fX; En una época de crisis, /928-1934. (México 1980) and Manuel Márquez 
Fuentes and Octavio Rodríguez Arauja, El Partido Comunista Mexicano 1919-
1943. (Mexico 1973). For me crucial Cárdenas years see $amuel Lcón and 



A. ANGEU./THE LEfTlN LATlN AMERlCA SI.",CE 1930 69 

Ignacio Marván, La clase obrera en la historia de Múico: en el Cardenümo 
1934-1940, (Mexico 1985), and Anuro Anguiano, Guadalupe Pacheco and 
Rogelio Viscaino, Cardenas y la izquierda mexicana. (Mexico 1975) and the 
chapter by Alan Knight "Mexico from 193010 1946", in Leslie Bethell ed., 
The Cambridge /lis/ory 01 Latin America. Vol VII (Cambridge 1990). The 
influential anisl and !eading CommuniSI pany mcmber David Alfaro Siqueiros 
has written his memoirs. Me llamaban t:l Coronelazo. (Mexico 1977). A good 
account of the ear!y left is Gastón García Cantu. El socialismo en Mixico, 
(Mexico 1969). There is no satisfactory biography of me influential Lombardo 
Toledano; see however R Millon. Menean Marxis/; Vicente LDmbardo Tole­
dano, (Chapel Hill 1966). KMI Schmitt. Communism in Mexico. (Texas 1965) 
has some useful information. An Imponant anide on me recent period is Barry 
Carr, "Mexican Communism 1968-1981: Euro-Communism in me Ameritas?" 
Journal 01 Latin Amtrican Studies Vol J7 NV 1, 1985. Middle class fears of 
communism and marxism are well described in Soledad Loaeza. Clases me­
dias y polltica en Mexico. (Mexico 1988). For the recent periad sec Barry Carr 
and Rica.rdo Anzaldua Monloya ed .• The Mexican Lel/. /he Popular 
Movemtnts, and /M Poli/ics 01 Austeriry. (San Diego 1986); and also by Barry 
Carr, '!he Creation of me Mexican Socialist Party", Journfll 01 Communist 
Studies, Vol 4 NV 3,1988. 

A superb srudy of Central America wi!h many insights for the soccesses 
and Ihe failures of Ihe 1efl in Ihal region is James Dunkerley, Power in lhe 
ISlhmuS (Landon, 198 ); see also Roben Wesson ed .• Communism in Central 
America and the Carib~an, (Stanford 1982). A good review essay is John 
Boo!h, "National Revolts in Central Amerita", Latin American Research 
Review. Vol 26 N9 1, 1991. For European socialisl interest in Latin America 
sec, Eusebio Mujal León, "European Socialism and !he Crisis in Central 
America", Cen/er for Stra/eg;c and Interna/ional S/udies, (WashinglOn OC 
1989). On ¡he tragic events of 1932 in El Salvador see Thomas Anderson, 
MOlanza: El Salvador"s CommlU1ist Revolt 011932 (Lincoln 1971); see also 
Vinicio González, "La Insurreccion salavadorefta de 1932 Y la gran huelga 
honduretla de 1954" Rev;sta Mexicanfl de Sociología. Vol 40 NO 2, 1978. On 
Honduras $Ce Víctor Meza, Historia del Movimiento Obrero HondureÍlO (Te­
gucigalpa 1980), and Mario Posas, Lucha ideológica y organizaci6n sindical 
en Honduras (Tegucigalpa 1980). 

Three works deal wi!h !he current crisis in El Salvador, Tommie Sue 
Montgomery, Revolu/ion in El Salvador (Boulder 1982); Enrique Baloyra, El 
Sal'olador in Transition, (Chape! Hill 1982), and James Dunkerley, The Long 
War: Dicta/orship and Revolu¡ion in El Salvador, (Landon 1982). An account 
sympathetic 10 me guerrillas is Jenny Pearce, Promised Land: Peasant 
Re~lIion in Chalalenango, El Salvador. (Landon 1986). 
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Thc standard biography of Sandino in Nicaragua is Neill Macaulay, The 
Sandino Affair, (Chicago 1%7); see also Gregario Selser. Sandino: General dt 
hombru libres (Buenos Aires 1959); and Sergio Ramírez. El pensamiento vivo 
de Sandino, (Costa Rica 1974). An official view of the sandinista movement is 
Humbeno Ortega, 50 años de lucha sandinista. (Managua 1979). Of me hugc 
number of accounts of ¡he revolution, thc book by George Black is useful for 
ils concenualion on ideological aspects. Triumph o/ the People: ¡he SandinisfQ 
Revolulion in Nicaragua. (London 1981). On Costa Rica, ¡he important civil 
war of 1948 is examined in John Bell, Crisis in Costa Rica: (he 1948 Revo­
IUlion, (Austin 1971). Sce also Gilbcrto Calvo and Francisco Zúftiga eds Ma­
nuel Mora: Discursos /934-1979 (San José, Costa Rica 1980). Though wriuen 
from a decidedly cold war standpoint. Lhere is a grcat deal of useful infor· 
mation in Ronald SChneider, Communism in Gualemala 1944-1954, (New 
York 1958). A raLher distinct view is offered in Eduardo Galeno, Guatemala: 
Occupied Country, (New York 1969). 
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